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Welcome to Hematopolitics!

Welcome to the first newsletter of the Hematopolitics Research Network!
Hematopolitics is an AHRC- (previously Wellcome) funded project at the University
of Leeds focusing on blood symbolism, social relationships, and boundary-making in
blood banking.

New Website!

The Hematopolitics project has undergone a significant ‘revamp’ since the 2022
symposium. We are delighted to share our updated website, which features our new
logo, exciting news on our upcoming exhibition, and information about the project.
Visit the website here: https://hematopolitics.org/

Meet the Team

As part of our revamp, the Hematopolitics team has undergone an upgrade! Dr
Jieun Kim, the project’s PI, has been joined by Dr Claire Turner as the project’s
Digital Engagement Fellow, and Sarah Chadwick, a PhD student who is working
with the co-production team at Thackray Museum of Medicine. Find out more
about the team below:

Dr Jieun Kim: Project Lead
5 ' a_ Dr Jieun Kim is a socio-cultural anthropologist. Her research in Japan and
=H1E 2 LU South Korea focuses on how people navigate social boundaries, with a
: | special interest in the multiple meanings of blood and blood donation. She
is excited to listen to people’s stories and explore creative and engaging
ways to share them with wider publics.

Dr Claire Turner: Digital Engagement Fellow

' Dr Claire Turner is a Postdoctoral Fellow with the Society for Renaissance

# Studies. She is currently researching the sensory history of cancer in early
g modern England. Claire is interested in how we convey the senses through

digital media, a question she hopes to answer as Digital Engagement Fellow.

Sarah Chadwick: PhD Student and Co-Production Lead

Sarah Chadwick is a third-year CDA PhD student in the School of
Languages, Cultures, and Societies. Her research investigates the racial

" dynamics of blood donation since 1946. Sarah works in partnership with

Thackray Museum of Medicine, and will design and lead co-production

~ sessions in line with Thackray’s upcoming exhibition on blood.
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Our Upcoming Events

In February 2025, we will be opening an exciting new temporary exhibition with
Thackray Museum of Medicine in Leeds (West Yorkshire, UK)! Open until June 2025,
the exhibition offers members of the public the opportunity to engage with various
aspects of the research project. These include the politics of blood donation and
transfusion, what your blood means to you and your body, and what the future of
blood donation might look like. The upcoming exhibition will focus on the past,
present, and future of blood donation. We are thrilled to be working in collaboration
with a variety of communities in the UK, Japan, and Korea, who have designed a vast
array of unique objects to be displayed at the museum. The project will also feature
objects from within the museum’s collections, some of which date back to the
nineteenth century and tell the early story of transfusions (in all their gory detail!).

Towards the end of the special exhibition, Hematopolitics will host an international
symposium entitled ‘Blood and Othering in Medicine across Time and Space’ at
Thackray Museum of Medicine. The symposium will include a talk by keynote
speaker Dr Jenny Bangham (University of Edinburgh), whose innovative research will
stimulate cross-disciplinary discussions on hematopolitics more broadly.

Recent Events

In July, Hematopolitics’ Pl Jini Kim and local Leeds-based artist and founder of the
Blood Bag Project Leigh Bowser travelled to Seoul and Kyoto to host two Blood Bag
Craft Workshops. The workshops were a huge success! You can find out much more
about the workshops, including Leigh’s reflections, via our latest blog post.

Get in Touch!

Do you have an upcoming event, publication, or CFP you’d like to share with our
network? We are always looking for new resources, connections, and experiences!
Get in touch with us via our email: hematopolitics@leeds.ac.uk

You can also keep up with all the latest news about the project via our social media!
Follow our X account @Hematopolitics for opportunities to network, news on
events, and updates on our upcoming exhibition.
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Members’ News

Ahead of our first newsletter, we reached out to our 2022 symposium participants
to invite them to share their recent publications and outputs. We’ve listed them
below for you all to explore. Congratulations to everyone!

Avera, Emily, ““Blood Has No Colour:” Racialized Donor In/Ex-Clusion in the South
African National Blood Service’, Medical Anthropology (2023).
https://doi.org/10.1080/01459740.2023.2187295

Bhan, Samiksha, ‘Population in Fragments: Inclusion, Risk, and the Anticipatory
Universality of Postcolonial Genomics’, Zeitschrift fir Ethnologie/Journal of Social
and Cultural Anthropology (2024) https://doi.org/10.60827/zfe/jsca.v149i1.1881

Chattoo, Sangeeta, ‘Precarious Lives, Uncertainty and the Politics of Hope:
Engaging with Novel Therapies for Blood Disorders in India’, in Hope and
Uncertainty in Health and Medicine: Imagining the Pragmatics of Medical
Potential, Hadolt, ed. by B. & Stockl, A. (2024)
https://doi.org/10.14361/9783839467626

Chattoo, Sangeeta, Jain, D., Nashine, N. & Singh, R., ‘A Social Profile of Deaths
Related to Sickle Cell Disease in India: A Case for an Ethical Policy Response’,
Frontiers in Public Health (2023) https://doi.org/10.3389/fpubh.2023.1265313

Copeman, Jacob, Banerjee, Dwaipayan, “What you See is What You Do not Get”:
Expressive Non-Occurrent Gifts and Shadow Gift Relations’, Mauss International
2023) https://shs.cairn.info/journal-mauss-international-2023-1-page-125?lang=en

Copeman, Jacob, Banerjee, Dwaipayan, ‘Anti-sacrifice: Articulating new bodily
understandings in support of voluntary blood donation in India’ English version of
‘Anti-Sacrifice: Indo ni okeru jihatsuteki kenketsu wo sasaeru aratana shintai rikai no
keisei', published in Matsuo, Mizuho (ed.) Sabustance no Jinruigaku (The
Anthropology of Substance: Nature, the Body and the Reality of Relatedness),
(Kyoto: Nakanishiya Shuppan, 2023).

Fernandez, Felipe Martinez, ‘A 40 anos del Primer Caso de VIH SIDA Reportado en la
Revista Médica de Chile’, Rev Med Chile (2023) http://dx.doi.org/10.4067/s0034-
98872023001201657

Godwin, C. 2024. Blood Under the Skin (Film), Researcher and Executive Producer:
Morteza Hashemi, Production company: Inner Eye.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4_QLXd1x8x4
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Hashemi, Morteza, ‘Could We Use Blood Donation Campaigns as Social Policy
Tools?’, Identities: Global Studies in Culture and Power (2022)
https://doi.org/10.1080/1070289X.2020.1856538

Hashemi, Morteza, 2020. ‘Andrew’s White Cross, Hussain’s Red Blood: Being
Scottish Shia in Brexit’s No-Man’s-Land’, HAU: Journal of Ethnographic Theory
(2020) https://doi.org/10.1086/709781

Hashemi, Morteza, 2023, ‘Philanthropic Hyphenated Identity: Shia Pakistani-
Scottish Health Activism in Scotland’, Religion in Fortress Europe, ed. by M.
Hashemi, C. Cotter (London: Bloomsbury, 2023)

Kwon, S., Seo, Bo Kyeong., So, S. & Lee, S., ‘Social Stigma and Discrimination
Towards People Living with HIV Infection and AIDS Patients’, Journal of the Korean
Medical Association (2024) https://doi.org/10.5124/jkma.2024.67.3.194

Raivola, Vera, Thorpe, Rachel, ‘A Scoping Review of Sociology of Voluntary Blood
Donation’, Vox Sanguinis (2024) https://doi.org/10.1111/vox.13638

Seo, Bo Kyeong. Hwimallin Naldeul: HIV, Gamyeom Geurigo Jilbyeong-gwa Hamkke
Mirae Jitgi [Days of Turmoil: Building a Future with HIV, Infection, and Disease]
(Seoul: Banbi, 2023)

Thorpe, Rachel, Raviola, Vera, Masser, Barbara, ‘Recoding the Gift Relationship:
Views on Introducing Genomic Testing to Blood Donation’, New Genetics and
Society (2024) https://doi.org/10.1080/14636778.2024.2317709

Thorpe, Rachel, Masser, Barbara, Coundouris, S. P., Hyde, M. K., Kruse, S. P,
Davison, T. E., ‘The Health Impacts of Blood Donation: A Systematic Review of Donor
and Non-Donor Perceptions’, Blood Transfusion (2023) 10.2450/BloodTransfus.494

Unnithan, Maya, Pachauli, C. P., Chattoo, Sangeeta. & Atkin, K. M., ““Only Parents
Can Understand the Problems and Needs of Children with Thalassaemia”: Parental
Activism for Thalassaemia Care in Northern India’, Anthropology & Medicine (2023)
10.1080/13648470.2023.2180258

Williams, Ros, “Improving the Odds for Everybody”: Narrative and Media in Stem
Cell Donor Recruitment Patient Appeals, and the Work to Redress Racial Inequity’,
Sociology of Health and Illness (2022) https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-9566.13505

Williams, Ros, “I’ve Got People’s Spit All over Me!” Reflections on the Future of Life-
Saving Stem Cell Donor Recruitment’, in Being Human During COVID-19, ed. by P.
Martin, K. Liddiard, W. Pearce, S. de Saille (Bristol: Bristol University Press, 2022)
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